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BACKGROUND
It has been important to us, as a collective, to not only create accessible spaces, but 
to create spaces that in turn foster more accessible spaces, and that is what we 
hope will happen with our sign language classes.

We have partnered with Sign Language Inclusive Development (SLID) to offer classes 
in Malawian Sign Language. Sign Language is probably Malawi’s most overlooked 
language, with very few people having access to spaces where they can learn it. 
Malawian sign language holds Malawian history and Malawian culture, but the fact 
that very few Malawians understand sign language leaves this knowledge and 
history untapped. It also leaves an entire population of Malawians unheard, and their 
stories untold.

By developing a programme that teaches Malawian sign language we hope to 
create more of an awareness of the necessity of sign language. In an ideal world, all 
Malawians would be able to sign and understand sign language and deaf and hard 
of hearing Malawians would not need to find new ways of communicating 
everyday.

Our goal with these classes is:

• To cultivate an understanding of deaf culture in Malawi
• To provide deaf and hearing Malawians with access to sign language classes
• To create a space that is conducive to accessible learning
• To increase the number of Malawians that can sign and understand sign 

language

CLASS DETAILS
The classes will be held at the Wona Collective Hub in Area 47, Sector 2. Classes will 
likely happen over the weekend, but this will depend on the needs and requests of 
the class. We will begin with a cohort of beginners only and this is open to anyone 
who:

• Has no knowledge of Malawian Sign Language
• Has some knowledge but would like a refresher
• Is curious about deaf culture in Malawi
• Would like to start taking the steps to becoming a sign language interpreter in the 

future

Classes will happen weekly for a duration of 6 months. At the end of the course, 
students will take an exam administered by TEVETA and be awarded a certificate. 
Finishing this course will make you eligible for level 2 of Sign Language clasess, 
students interested in becoming interpreters will need to finish 3 levels of sign 
language classes and a course in interpretation specifically.

To register for this program, fill in the application form at: www.bit.ly/3HmPFBC
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COURSE CONTENT
1. Intro to Sign Language
2. Deafness and what it means
3. Deaf Culture
4. Language Basics
5. Language Basics, Part 2
6. Geography in Sign
7. Medicine and Religion in Sign
8. Food and Agriculture in Sign
9. Politics and Government in Sign

COURSE FEES
Course fees for beginners classes are as follows:

• Registration Fee: MK20,000
• Class Fee: MK260,000
• Examination Fee: MK20,000

Registration fees (MK20,000) must be paid by the 22nd February, before classes begin.

The class fee can be paid in full at the beginning of the course, by the 22nd of 
February, or can be paid over a course of 4 installments:

22nd February: MK80,000
18th April: MK60,000
30th May: MK60,000
11th July: MK60,000

Examination fees must be paid by the 25th of July.

All payments should be made to:

Bank Name: Standard Bank
Account Holder: Wona Collective
Account Number: 9100003174287
Branch: Capital City
SWIFT Code: SBICMWMX

Once each payment is made please send the proof of payment to 
billings@wonacollective.com with the Subject Line: MSL Payment - [FULL NAME]
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